The data on blister beetles that form the basis of this bulletin were collected, except as otherwise specified, since 1913. From March, 1913, to May, 1915 , inclusive, the work was conducted at Garden City, Kans. From June, 1915 . to June. 1917 was continued at Wichita, Kans. As the beetles do not occur there in sufficient numbers to supply the necessary material, work on control measures was dropped, and only such life-history work was conducted as was possible with material collected on infrequent trips at irregular intervals to western Kansas.
ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE.
There has been a tendency among entomologists to class the western species of blister beetles as beneficial. This arises from the fact that their larvae feed on the eggs of grasshoppers, from the ravages of which the early agriculture of the plains region suffered immensely. However, the species of grasshopper responsible for a large share of the injury, and the one that stands to-day an insect bogy to those of limited entomological knowledge, has disappeared from the scenes of its former activity so completely that specimens of it are curiosities to the new generation of entomologists.
Only since the agricultural possibilities of the semiarid regions have been developed along diverse lines has it been possible to form a true estimate of the economic status of blister beetles. The presence of extensive acreages of sugar beet, alfalfa, beans, and peanuts has allowed them to exhibit to the full their propensity as crop de- 
FOOD PLANTS.
Leaf-feeding insects, like the blister beetles, could not become as numerous in the semiarid regions as they do without the presence of some hardy native plant upon which they can feed during drought. At Garden City, Kans., the beetles feed upon the blossoms of the sunflower (Helianthus spp.), the goldenrod (Solidago spp.), the leaves and flowers of the few-flowered psoralea or scurvy pea (Psoralea tenuiftora) , and on other prairie legumes. They also feed extensively on an introduced weed, the ground burnut (Tribulus terrestris).
The cultivated plants which they attack most extensively are the Irish potato {Solanum tuberosum) , the sugar and garden beets {Beta vulgaris), alfalfa (Medieago satwa), the garden bean (Phaseolw spp.), the peanut {Arachis) hypogaea), and sweet clover (Jlelilotus alba Regarding one which required three in one, two, and three years, years he wrote as follows In this case the individual, though submitted to exactly the same conditions as the other specimens, which had simultaneously hatched with it-but which went through all their transformations within either one or two years-remained dormant for nearly three years, with their repeated changes of season and temperature. With the exception of the first winter, when it was kept indoors without freezing and when development should have been presumably hastened, the specimen was kept in a tin box buried the proper distance beneath the ground out of doors, so as to be as nearly as possible under natural conditions.
Continuing the discussion of retarded development, he says:
In the case of our blister-beetles, depending as they do on locust eggs, and especially in the case of those which feed particularly on the eggs of migratory 
